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Week 4 Discussion 2: Best Criteria for the Study that I am Designing
In my phenomenological study about the lack of financial literacy among African Americans in Albany, New York, the criteria to be used in guaranteeing a valid study will be based on fortifying the study’s topic of research, how the data is collected, analyzed, and the presentation of the study’s findings (Merriam & Tisdell, 2015). The first criterion will be the clarification of the role of the researcher and his relationship with the study participants. This will be useful for the validity of my study because clarifying my role and relationship with the participants will help the readers to identify any biases on my part (Merriam & Tisdell, 2015). Since it is a phenomenological study, my research will examine the different experiences of African Americans regarding a particular phenomenon, which is financial literacy. As such, it will be important to examine the validity of the study using a perspective that abides by the philosophical assumptions that phenomenology is based on (Merriam & Tisdell, 2015). Additionally, the study will have to be conducted in a manner that allows for the transparency of the methods used, and it should be relevant to the general population in Albany (Merriam & Tisdell, 2015). Ultimately, the study's ethical considerations will be one of the crucial criteria for validity because they determine whether the study has met the basic ethical standards such as using facts only (Merriam & Tisdell, 2015).
Additionally, the presence of a meaningful coherence should be assessed in the study, such that it should exhibit a meaningful interconnection among the literature, research questions, findings, and conclusions (Merriam & Tisdell, 2015). This will be an important criterion for my study to make it easier to understand among the readers (Korstjens & Moser, 2018). Furthermore, how the study findings relate to reality will be important because it can only be relevant if its findings apply to real-life situations and experiences (Merriam & Tisdell, 2015). Nonetheless, the reality is more of a holistic, multidimensional, and dynamic factor rather than a single, fixed, objective phenomenon waiting to be discovered, observed, and measured as in quantitative research (Merriam & Tisdell, 2015). Consequently, the internal validity of my study will be determined by how well the study portrays the different experiences of African Americans in Albany with financial literacy (Merriam & Tisdell, 2015). This criterion acknowledges that the phenomenological research design is based on how different people have experienced a particular phenomenon, how they have made meaning of their lives, or how they have come to understand certain processes (Merriam & Tisdell, 2015). Also, the use of multiple methods and multiple sources of data can help determine the validity of the study (Merriam & Tisdell, 2015). The multiple methods and sources of data will allow for cross-checking of the results to come up with the interpretations of the study (Merriam & Tisdell, 2015).
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